
 

 

 
 
 

To:  Licensing and Gambling Acts Committee  
  
Date:  14 September 2015         
  
Report of:   Head of Community Services  
 
Title of Report:  Review of the Statement of Licensing Policy 
 

Summary and Recommendations 
 
Purpose of report: To agree a Draft Revised Statement of Licensing Policy 
for public consultation. 
 
Report Approved by: 
 
Finance: Paul Swaffield  
Legal: Daniel Smith  
 
Officer Recommendations(s): That the Licensing and Gambling Acts 
Committee resolves to: 

1. consider the amendments to the Statement of Licensing Policy as 
set out in Appendix One; 

2. agree the Draft Revised Statement of Licensing Policy for 
consultation; 

3. retain the existing Special Saturation Policies for the City Centre 
and Cowley Road; 

4. agree the consultation programme as laid out in the report.  

 
 
Appendices: 
 

 

Appendix 1: Recommended amendments to the existing 
Statement of Licensing Policy 

 
 

Appendix 2: Revised draft Statement of Licensing Policy 
 
 

*Appendix 3: Response from Thames Valley Police for the 
continuation of the Special Saturation Policies 
(SSP’s) 

 
 

Appendix 4: Evidence relating to the City Centre SSP 
 
 

Appendix 5: Evidence relating the East Oxford SSP 
 
*At the time of publishing this report the response from Thames Valley Police had not been received, but will be 
forwarded to Members ahead of this meeting and hard copies will be available at this meeting. 
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Agenda Item 4



 

 

Introduction 
 
1. The Committee is reminded that all licensing authorities have adopted 

a Licensing Policy Statement.  This statement must promote the four 
licensing objectives of the Licensing Act 2003 (the 2003 Act), which 
are:  

 

• The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

• Public Safety 

• The Prevention of Public Nuisance  

• The Prevention of Children from Harm 
 
2. The Council is obliged to determine and publish a "Statement of 

Licensing Policy" and to keep it under review and to republish it at least 
every five years.  The Statement of Licensing Policy sets out how the 
Licensing Authority intends to exercise its functions under the 2003 
Act.  

 
3. In carrying out its functions the council must also have regard to the 

“Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003” by the 
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport. These measures 
ensure clarity and consistency across all authorities in England and 
Wales.  Revised guidance came into force in March 2015. 

 
4. In drafting the original policy considerable work was done by a team of 

officers from Oxfordshire districts on drafting a common ‘core’ 
Statement of Licensing Policy that each district adapted for its own use.  

 
5. The Council has continued to work with other Licensing Authorities in 

Oxfordshire and others nationally, so that a consistent approach is 
taken to assist applicants for licences and those who may wish to make 
representations under the provisions of the 2003 Act.  

 
6. Any financial implications regarding this matter are covered within 

existing budgets. 
 
7. A list of amendments to the Draft Statement of Licensing Policy is 

attached as Appendix 1, and a copy of the Draft Statement of 
Licensing policy is attached as Appendix 2 (the amendments and 
additions are highlighted in yellow to assist the reader). 

 
Special Saturation Policies 
 
8. There are currently two Special Saturation Policies (SSP’s) which 

cover the City Centre and East Oxford. 
 

9. The Licensing Authority has asked for the views of Thames Valley 
Police and supporting evidence to continue with the SSP’s. 

 
A response from Thames Valley Police requesting that the SSP 
policies be continued is attached as Appendix 3.*  
 

*At the time of publishing this report the response from Thames Valley Police had not been received, but 
will be forwarded to Members ahead of this meeting and hard copies will be available at this meeting. 16



 

 

10. Thames Valley Police have provided evidence supporting their decision 
to request that the SSP policies be continued and the evidence for the 
City Centre is attached as Appendix 4, and the evidence for East 
Oxford is attached as Appendix 5. 
 

Consultation on the Draft Revised Statement of Licensing Policy 
 
11. The draft revised Statement of Licensing Policy requires approval from 

the Committee prior to commencing formal consultation.  Proposed 
amendments are included in the appendices to this report. In addition, 
textual changes might be necessary to take on board the revisions of 
the “Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003” by 
the Home Office. 

 
12. The proposed consultation timetable is as follows: 

 

• 14 September 2015, consultation draft Statement of Licensing 
Policy approved by Committee. 

 

• agreed draft Statement of Licensing Policy to go for consultation 
between 1 October 2015 and 24 December 2015 to “Responsible 
Authorities” (Police, Fire and Rescue, Trading Standards, Planning, 
Environmental Protection, Child Protection, Health & Safety, etc), 
representatives of current licence holders and registered clubs, and 
others including Community Safety teams, Building Control and the 
local Accident and Emergency Department, and the general public 
via the Council’s website. 
 

• agreed draft Statement of Licensing Policy to be posted on the 
Councils website and made available at libraries and public 
buildings, 

 

• 26 January 2016: report to Licensing and Gambling Acts Committee 
to consider consultation responses and approve the final Statement 
of Licensing Policy, in light of the consultation responses received,  
 

• 8 February 2016: Licensing and Gambling Acts Committee’s 
recommendations to Full Council for adoption of the final Statement 
of Licensing Policy.  

 
 
Name and contact details of report author: Julian Alison 

Licensing Manager 
Community Services 
Telephone (01865) 252381 
Email: jalison@oxford.gov.uk  

 
Version: 1.0 
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